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times, and that he managed for some years to keep
some sort of hold upon the falling empire is at
least surprising. No historical inscription, in the
proper sense of the word, has come down to us
from his reign. One badly broken cylinder,1 for
which there are some fragmentary duplicates, has
been found in which there are the titles and some
words of empty boasting concerning the king's
deeds. Besides this we have only three brief busi-
ness documents found in Babylonia.2 These are,
however, very interesting because they are dated
t\vo of them in Sippar and the third in Uruk.
The former belong to the second year of the king's
reign and the latter to the seventh year. From
this interesting discovery it appears that for seven
years at least Sin-shar-ishkuu was acknowledged
as king over a portion of Babylonia, though the
city of Babylon was not included in this district.
We have no knowledge of the events of his
reign based on a careful record, as we have had be-
fore, and what little we do know is learned chiefly
from the Babylonian inscriptions. The Greeks
and Latins contradict each other so sharply, and
are so commonly at variance with facts, amply
substantiated in Babylonian documents, that very
little can be made out of them. It is a fair infer-
ence from the records of ISFabonidus, whose histo-
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